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The Compassion of a Grandmother

My Granddaughter’s Dress

| saw a dress in a consignment shop that | knew my granddaughter
would love. But money was tight, so | asked the store owner if she could
hold it for me. “May | buy the dress for you?” asked another customer.
“Thank you, but | can’t accept such a gracious qift,” | said. Then she told
me why it was so important for her to help me. She’d been homeless for
three years, she said, and had it not been for the kindness of strangers,
she would not have been able to survive. “I'm no longer homeless, and
my situation has improved,” she said. “| promised myself that | would re-
pay the kindness so many had shown me.” She paid for the dress, and
the only payment she would accept in return was a heartfelt hug.

Stacy Lee, Columbia, Maryland

Do we show compassion to those
less well off than ourselves?




Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a
smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest compliment,
or the smallest act of caring, all of which have the
potential to turn a life around.”

— Leo Buscaglia

A kind gesture can reach a wound that only compassion
can heal.”
— Steve Maraboli

Remember, if you
ever need a helping
hand, it's at the end
of your arm, as you
get older, remem-
ber you have anoth-
er hand: The first is
to help yourself, the
second is to help
others.”

— Sam Levenson




