
Inspection of Nazareth House Day 
Nursery
Nazareth House, Ashton Road, LANCASTER LA1 5AQ

Inspection date: 11 April 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy coming into nursery each day and are greeted with a warm 
welcome from staff. They manage their feelings effectively and show care and 
compassion towards each other. Older children ask friends how they are feeling, 
while babies gaze at each other and reach out to touch hands. Relationships 
between children and staff are positive. Staff focus their teaching on 
communication to support children's return to the nursery following the COVID-19 
pandemic. As a result, children are confident to express their ideas in social 
situations.

Children follow clear boundaries and routines and are well behaved. They choose 
which activities they would like to join in with, which increases their motivation for 
learning. Staff have high expectations for all children, including those who require 
extra support. Children benefit from plenty of opportunities throughout the day for 
fresh air and exercise in the extensive outdoor space. They make regular trips to 
the adjoining woodland area to explore a range of exciting activities which support 
their knowledge of the world. Children show great enjoyment when searching for 
mini-beasts and building homes for them using various containers, sticks and 
leaves. They can problem-solve and link ideas. For example, when one child says 
she is cold, another one suggests they play in the sunshine where it is warmer.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children have many opportunities to learn about the natural environment and all 
living things. They have access to an extensive outdoor space which includes an 
orchard. This gives children hands-on experiences as they learn about different 
apples and how they grow on trees. 

n The nursery benefits from strong links with the residential care home, which is 
located within the same grounds. Before the COVID-19 pandemic, children 
visited the residents regularly to do craft activities and singing sessions. More 
recently, they have benefited from outdoor experiences, such as gardening and 
planting, with the residents. This experience has helped children to rekindle their 
special relationships with the residents. 

n Children are developing their independence skills in preparation for life. During 
mealtimes, babies quickly progress from bottles and beakers as they learn to 
drink from open cups. Older children use cutlery correctly, put on their own 
coats and follow the self-registration system.

n Children are encouraged to manage their self-care needs. They are beginning to 
learn that they wash their hands to get rid of germs. However, babies 
occasionally suck resources which have been on the floor, which goes unnoticed 
by staff. This poses a risk of cross-contamination. 

n Parents are very happy with the communication and support they receive from 
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the staff. They feel reassured that their children are content and settled. Parents 
recognise the progress their children have made while attending the nursery. For 
example, they say that their children have improved their confidence and 
developed their communication skills.

n Staff teach children the nursery's core values, such as respect and patience. As a 
result, children learn how to take turns with favourite toys. They respect and 
value the differing needs of their friends. This helps to prepare children for 
future citizenship.  

n Leaders have focused well on organising the curriculum, so it is ambitious for all 
children. This helps children to gain lots of knowledge and skills. However, 
leaders have failed to notify Ofsted of a change to the manager. This is a legal 
requirement. However, the impact on children is minimal.

n Older children enjoy many opportunities to run, climb and ride wheeled vehicles. 
However, staff do not consistently support babies who are new to walking. 
Babies tentatively take steps, but they lose confidence when they step on toys 
or encounter obstructions. This means that, at times, children's physical 
development is hindered.

n There are appropriate transition procedures to ensure children enjoy smooth 
transitions to new group rooms and eventually to school. Children visit their new 
room with their key person until they have confidence to explore alone. Staff 
share information about children's backgrounds and developmental starting 
points to ensure they are well supported.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers ensure training is up to date across the whole staff team and provide 
regular opportunities for staff to revisit the safeguarding policies and procedures. 
Staff know what steps to take should they have concerns about children's welfare 
or the conduct of a colleague. Robust recruitment procedures and established 
suitability checks ensure that all staff are suitable to work with children. Risk 
assessments are implemented well, which helps to keep children safe in the 
setting. Children's safety is further assured because all areas of the extensive 
grounds are safe and secure.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n encourage staff's continuous monitoring of the spaces available for the youngest 
children to practise their walking and develop their physical skills

n strengthen the consistency of hygiene practices, to support children's 
understanding of the links between good hygiene and good health.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY445791

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10219770

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 67

Number of children on roll 107

Name of registered person Nazareth Care Charitable Trust

Registered person unique 
reference number RP531565

Telephone number 0152464090

Date of previous inspection 25 August 2016

Information about this early years setting

Nazareth House registered in 2012. It is situated in Lancaster. The nursery employs 
27 members of staff. Of these, one holds a childcare qualification at level 5, one 
holds level 4, 16 hold level 3 and one holds level 2. The nursery opens from 
Monday to Friday all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 5.30pm. The 
nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lisa Oakley
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The deputy manager, manager and inspector completed a learning walk 
together of all areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children spoke to with the inspector during the inspection.
n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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